
John Mozeliak, general manager of the St.
Louis Cardinals, will be one of the keynote
speakers at the Mid-America Press Institute’s
June 28-29 workshop on “Covering Sports in
a 24/7 World” at the Millennium/Four Points
Sheraton Hotel, St. Louis. 

Mozeliak will pro-
vide a different per-
spective on Twitter,
Web coverage, the
MLB network and
what he thinks is the
role and future of tradi-
tional media.

The Cards GM is part
of an impressive line up
of speakers and topics
on the June program. Hall of Fame baseball
writer Rick Hummel will speak on beat
reporting and Reid Laymance, sports editor
of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, will discuss
what a newspaper has to do to compete in the
digital world. In addition, sessions on creat-
ing a high school sports Web page and cover-
ing the big sports story in your area will be
c o v e r e d .

The first 25 to register will have a chance to
purchase half-price tickets to the Monday,
June 28, Cardinals v. Diamondbacks game at
Busch Stadium.  

To register, fill out the form on page 4 of
this newsletter and mail, email or Fax the
information to John Ryan, MPI executive
director. 

In addition to registering for the workshop,
participants should also make reservations at
the conference hotel, the Millennium/Four
Points Sheraton, 200 S. Fourth St., St. Louis,
314-241-9500. The MPI rate is $106 a night
and half price parking.

A reception will be held at 8 p.m. Sunday,
June 27, in the MPI suite for all participants
arriving early for the conference. The number

of the suite will be sent to all registered par-
ticipants in an email message before the con-
f e r e n c e .

The confernce will get under way at 8 a.m.
Monday, June 28, with a continental break-
f a s t .

At 9 a.m., Laymance, sports editor of the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, will kick off the con-
ference with a keynote address on “Covering
sports in 2010.” He’ll discuss what a newspa-
per has to do to compete in the digital world.

At 10 a.m., Erik Smelser and Fred Wilke,
who run stlhighschoolsports.com, will lead a
session on “Creating a high school Website.”

At 11 a.m., Kevin Winters Morris, of the
Southeast Missourian, Cape Girardeau, Mo,

and Jim Ruppert, of the State Journal-Regis-
ter, Springfield, Ill., will be part of a panel
discussion on “High school sports: the only
game in town.”

The Cards Mozeliak will speak at the noon
luncheon. 

At 1:15 p.m., Hummel, the longtime St.
Louis Post-Dispatch’s baseball writer, will
discuss developing and covering a beat
against all the new competition.

At 2:30 p.m., Chris Korman, of the Herald-
Times, Bloomington, Ind., will lead a panel
discussion on “Online chats, video reports,
blogs: The line between news and opinion
often is blurred on the Web.”
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At 3:45 p.m., a roundtable discussion on
“Picture this: From state high school organi-
zations to colleges to the pros, the wording
on press credentials keeps trying to limit
news organizations on the number of photos
they can put on their Websites or resell.”

At 5 p.m., we’ll break for the ball park for
the 7:15 p.m. game, Cards v. Diamonbacks.

On Tuesday, June 29, the conference
resumes with coffee, rolls and newspapers at
8 a.m.

At 9 a.m., a session on “Covering the Big
Story” will be held. The session will discuss
on how to capitalize on the big stories in
your area.

At 10:30 a.m., Bob Zaltsberg, editor of the
Herald-Times, will moderate a discussion on
“Have a story, a problem or an innovation to
share?”

The conference will wrap up at 11:45 a.m.
with a session on “Taking it home.”

Zaltsberg, Arnie Robbins of the St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, Mike Turley of the State
Journal-Register, Springfield, Ill., and Susan
Duncan of the Tribune-Star, Terre Haute,
Ind., are the organizers and chairs of the
conference. 

Margaret Holt, of the Chicago Tribune, is
chairman of MPI Board of Directors. John
Beck, of the News-Gazette, Champaign, Ill.,
is the vice chairman.

Covering sports workshop
includes ʻBig Storyʼ panel

MPI Board
of Directors

■ Margaret Holt, Chairman, Chicago
Tribune
■ John Beck, Vice Chairman, The
News-Gazette, Champaign, Ill.
■ Otis Sanford, Immediate Past
Chairman, Memphis Commercial
Appeal
■ Sherry Chisenhall, The Wichita
Eagle
■ Linda Grist Cunningham, Rockford
(Ill.) Register-Star
■ Gary Dotson, Belleville (Ill.) News-
Democrat
■ Walter Middlebrook, The Detroit
News
■ Jim Robertson, Columbia (Mo.)
Daily Tribune
■ Mizell Stewart III, Evansville (Ind.)
Courier & Press
■ Jeff Carney, Omaha World-Herald
■ Susan Duncan, Tribune-Star, Terre
Haute
■ Steve Shirk, Kansas City Star
■ Greg Harton, Northwest Arkansas
Times
■ Joe Hight,  The Oklahoman
n John Plevka, Journal Star, Peoria,
Ill.
■ Ron Smi th, Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel
■ Mike Turley, State Journal-
Register, Springfield, Ill.
■ Bob Zaltsberg, Bloomington (Ind.)
Herald-Times
■ Andy Alderette, The Courier-
Journal, Louisville
■ George Garties, The Associated
Press, Chicago
■ Tim Kelley, Wisconsin State
Journal, Madison
■ Mark Ridolfi, Quad City Times,
Davenport, Iowa
■ Arnie Robbins, St.  Louis Post-
Dispatch
■ Bob Rose, St . Louis Post-Dispatch
■ Sherry Skufca, The Journal-Gazette,
Fort Wayne, Ind.

MPI Executive Director
John Ryan
Department of Journalism
Eastern Illinois University,
Charleston, Ill.  61920
\217.581.2812,
FAX 217.581.2923

MPI's 2010 workshops will held in St. Louis at the Millennium Hotel,
except for the March and November seminars.  (Check at
<www.mpinews.wordpress.com> for updates and online program informa-
tion.)

Sept. 23-24: APME NewsTrain seminar: Evolving Journalist, Nimble
Leader, Nashville, Tenn.   
October/November: Tentative: Covering the Census, St Louis.

Mid-America Press Institute
workshop schedule for rest of year
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Members of MPI’s executive committee
will meet immediately following the
“Covering sports in a 24/7 World” workshop
to plan seminars for 2011.

Headed by MPI Chairman Margaret Holt,
the committee will continue its discussion of
whether to hold more one-day seminars in
2011 in addition to a few two-day work-
shops.

The committee also needs to plan the final
seminar for 2010. A tentative workshop is
set for October or November 2010 on
reporting topics, such as covering the 2010
census.

Members of the executive committe
include Holt, vice chair John Beck, past
chair Otis Sanford, board members George
Garties, Arnie Robbins, Joe Hight and
Mizell Stewart, executive director John
Ryan and assistant executive director Bryan
Murley.

MPI’s next workshop is Sept. 23-24 in
Nashville. It is a repeat of the APME
NewsTrain workshop it co-sponsored Feb.
13-14 at the Daily Herald, Arlington
Heights. Titled “Nimble Leader,” “Evolving
Journalist,” MPI members can register for
the workshop by sending $50 to Teresa
Cooper, NewsTrain program assistant, 402
Cheltena Ave., Jenkintown, PA 19046.

Executive committee
will meet, plan
workshops for 2011
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NewsTrain: Evolving Journalist, Nimble Leader

Jane Hirt Mitch Pugh Kathy Schenk Bob Zaltsberg

Briggs: Success
online depends
on good content
and added value

Hirt: Journalism
changing daily
thanks to 
social media

Pugh: Papers
need policy on
getting breaking
news online

Schenk: Editors
need to protect
newspaperʼs 
credibility

Zaltsberg: 
Managers need
to lead staff
through change

By Anthony Capps
For news organizations

to be successful online,
they must produce good
content and add value to
the Internet.

Mark Briggs, entrepre-
neur and author of
“Journalism 2.0” and
“Journalism Next,” said
good content, no matter
what organization pro-
duces it, will be spread
via online social net-
works – such as
Facebook and Twitter –
which is key to increas-
ing a website’s traffic.   

That means all organi-
zations need to learn how
to properly use these
social platforms, Briggs
s a i d .

Facebook and Twitter
are the two largest exam-
ples of sites journalists
need to become familiar
and fluent in because
they offer access to much
more than a new way to
broadcast information.

The two are essential
for the community to
interact with the news
organization. These sites
help newspapers.

By Stefanie Buhrman
In an ever changing

digital world, newspa-
pers have recently been
struggling to keep up
with the internet on get-
ting the most content to
readers.  

Trying to bring the
two worlds together,
Jane Hirt,  managing
editor of the Chicago
Tribune, led a discus-
sion on Content
Planning for Multiple
Media and Multiple
Deadlines and what
journalists can do to
keep content fresh all
day.
Hirt showed the video

“Social Media
Revolution,” which
addresses the ever
growing use of social
media outlets, such as
Facebook, Twitter and
even Wikipedia.  The
use of these technolo-
gies has created a
change in journalism, a
change that Hirt said
everyone can agree “the
change is going to hap-
pen…very fast.”

By Sarah Ruholl
The hypermedia revo-

lution is adding speed to
the already moving tar-
get of journalism ethics.
A breaking story can be
put out instantly and
reach a large audience
because of Twitter,
Facebook, news Web
sites and other online
o u t l e t s .
Jumping on this need

for speed can be danger-
ous to a paper’s credibil-
ity, Mitch Pugh said at
a n A P M E / M P I
NewsTrain session at the
Daily Herald offices in
Arlington Heights, Ill.
On Friday, March 26.
Pugh is the editor of the
Sioux City Journal in
I o w a .

Pugh recommended
that all newsrooms
develop a policy for han-
dling breaking news
online. A policy should
focus on adapting, but
retaining, traditional
journalistic ethical stan-
dards to the Internet.

“We define how we
use new technology,”
Pugh said. 

By Jessica Opoien
Preserving credibility

was the focus of Kathy
Schenk’s session, “The
Skeptical Editor,” at
the Associated Press
Managing Editors
NewsTrain workshop
in Arlington Heights,
Ill.
“The Skeptical Editor”

was part of the
“Nimble Leader” track
— one of two offered
at NewsTrain. Schenk,
who teaches editing at
N o r t h w e s t e r n
University, was an edi-
tor at the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel from
1990-2009. She used
examples from her
time at the Journal
Sentinel, along with
other news examples,
to teach the risks of
editing without enough
scrutiny.

“Your personal credi-
bility and the credibili-
ty of your publication,
that’s what’s on the
line here,” Schenk said.
“And the truth of it is,
people lie.” 

By Tyler Angelo
In journalism, there

are a lot more questions
than there are answers,
more so today than
ever. To help answer
those questions, news
organizations should
keep in mind that the
wisdom is in the room;
just start the conversa-
tion.

Journalists today need
to figure out how to
deal with the ground
that’s shifting under
their feet, said Bob
Zaltsberg, editor of the
Herald-Times in
Bloomington, Ind.,
since 1985. He said he
has been through sever-
al big changes at his
newspaper — including
a name change and
press change — but
“nothing like what’s
happening today in
journalism.”

He spoke to a group
of journalists on
Friday, March 26, at
the Daily Herald in
Arlington Heights as
part of the APME/MPI
NewsTrain sessions.

Mark Briggs

For more information on these stories, please see MPInews.wordpress.com



MPI
June 28-29 Covering Sports
in a 24/7 World registration
$50 for first person from member paper; $40 for
second and additional; $75/$65 for non-members

Newspaper:  ___________________________  

Participants:  ___________________________

___________________________

___________________________

Address:               City:              Zip: 

Email(s): ___________________________

Registration covers two days of conference sessions, lunch and continental breakfasts.

John M. Ryan
MPI Executive Director

c/o Student Publications
Eastern Illinois University

600 Lincoln Ave.
Charleston, IL   61920

Fax to: 217.581.2923
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